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enemy with great indifference, Raa Koox threw a {pear at 
them, which they almoft immediately returned: this being 
the fignal for firing, was inftantly obeyed ; a man was feen to 
fall direétly, and this threw the enemy into great confulion. 
Such as were on fhore ran away, and the greater part of 
thoi in the canoes jumped into the water and made for 
land; 2 few more mufquets were fired, which difperfed the 
enemy intirely: and our friends feemed perfeétly fatisfied 
with their putting them to flight, and in this mark of vic- 
tory, but made no other ufe of it than to land, ftrip fome 
cocoa-nut trees of their fruit, and carry off fome yams and 
other provifion. After this fight, or more properly this at- 
tack, the fleet returned homeward, the King being highly 
pleafed with his triumph. They ftopped at feveral places 
in their way, where the women brought out {weet liquor for 
the people to drink ; and it being too far to get home that 
night, the fleet difperfed up feveral fmall creeks, about eight 
e’clock in the evening, where they flept. The next morning 
feafts were prepared in all the neighbouring houfes, and at 
three in the afternoon the people re«embarked, and fet off 
for PELEW, where they arrived fafe about feven the fame 
evening.—Here alfo they found the women ready to receive 
them, with cocoa-nut fhells filled with fweet liquor. On 
landing, the Engiif fired a volley, and gave three cheers, 
with which the King appeared greatly pleafed. Here our 
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people flept, and were told that they muft {tay and reft them- 
felves the next day, and fet off for their ifland the day fuc- 
ceeding. There was nothing but rejoicing and feftivity in 
the town the next morning, and the reft of the day was 
paffed with hilarity, and celebrated with fonys and dances 
made on the occafion. 

Before our people embarked, the King took them to 
his houfe, treated them with fome ftewed turtle, expreff- 
ed great fatisfaction in their behaviour, and promifed to 
fend to their ifland fupplies of yams; afking them if they 
thought Captain W1Lson would again {pare him ten men 
to go againft the fame people, intimating alfo a defign he 
had againft another ifland; Mr. Cummin declined giving 
an anfwer to this queftion, faying he could undertake 
nothing without the Captain’s orders,—After breakfaft the 
King went down to the water-fide with the Eng, where 
he parted with them in a very kind manner, fending two 
large canoes laden with yams for the reft of their coun- 
trymen. They then paffed over to the fmall ifland where 
they had firft landed, and walked acrofs it with the General, 
who accompanied them, and who ordered the canoes to go 
round to the other fide; they were now conducted to their 
firft night’s habitation, where their old friends receiv- 
ed them (if poffible) more hofpitably than before ; both 
fexes flocking about them, and making figns to exprefs 
their knowledge of the defeat of the King’s enemies. [ere 
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they ftaid the night, and after a paflage this morning of five 
hours, rejoined their fhipmates, to the mutual fatisfaction 
of all. 

The Axxacx having been found during the time our coun- 
trynicn had been abfent, at their return they were ferved the 
liquor due to them, in the proportion that it had been ufed 
at the tents in their abfence, which they invited their com- 
rades to partake of in the evening, and this, with the yams 
and cocoa-nuts they brought, made a feaft.—Thofe who had 
been. abfent were exceedingly rejoiced to fee the harbour 
and tents put in a ftate of defence; but, above all, at the 
progrefs in the veffel, whercin all the future hopes of every 
individual were wiready in imagination embarked, 

At day-break the boatfwain, as ufual, piped all out to 
their feparate departments ; and thofe who had been at the 
war, having depofited with the gunner their military wea- 
pons, moft willingly joined in the convention which had 
been made in their abfence, and entered on their different 
tafks. 

Raa Kook having informed Captain WILsoN the prece- 
ding night, that his brother, ABBA THULLE, had given to 
him, for the Exg/i/, the ifland he was then on, the name of 
which they had not heard before, but now learnt it was 
called OROOLONG; after breakfaft, Captain W1Lson, in tef- 
timony of the King’s donation, hoifted the Britis pendant, 
and fired three vollies of fall arms, in token of their tak- 
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ing poffeffion of it for the Eng/i/s.—Our people faying, as 
they returned in the canoes from PELEWw, that the natives: 
were conftantly pointing to the ifland, calling it Engi, and 
Enghifoman's land, the King had fent his brother to make 
known.to Captain WILSoNn this grant of the ifland, ‘as alfo 
to give the Captain an invitation to PELEWw: he excufed 
himfelf for‘the prefent, having fo much to attend to at 
OrooLonc ; but fent Mr. BENGER, who had been Firft;Mate 
of the ANTELOPE, and his brother, Mr. M. WILsoN, with the 
linguift, Tom Rosz, and one of the China-mien, who were 
accompunied by the General, RAA Kook, to compliment the 
King upon his victory, and to prefent the refpects of him- 
felf and all his countrymen on the occafion. The renfon of 
Captain WiLson’s fending one of the Ching-men was this, 
that he might notice more particularly the produce of the 
country, and examine if there might not be vegetables good 
to eat which the natives overlooked, or did not attend to; 
he alfo gave him in charge to be very accurate in-obferving 
af they had not plants at PELEw fimilar to thofe in his own 
country. The Chinefe are all ‘tolerable Botanifs, and live 
principally on vegetables, fo that turn a China-man on any 
f{pot, he would contrive to pick a meal for himfelf from it. 
The truth of this remark Captain WiLson had experienced 
from repeated voyages he had made to China, as well as 

from the general character of thofe people. 
This afternoon, after feeing one of the frame timbers up, 
the 
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the Captain went round his new ifland in the jolly-boat, in 
order to obferve its fhores, and its external appearance. 
He found the fouth fide of it almoft a perpendicular rock, co- 
vered with wood, among which he obferved abundance of 
the cabbage-tree, but growing in places inacceffible from the 
water.—The weft fide had a fair fandy beach, and fome level 
ground between the fea and the hills.—It was here where the 
well was, whence our people brought their water; and many 
traces of ancient plantations were found, fufficient to demon- 
ftrate that the ifland had formerly been inhabited.—The 
northern part is a fteep rock covered with trees. As the 
boat rowed along its fide they had often breezes from it, 
wafting a moft fweet and agiceable fmell. On the caft fide 
is the bay and harbour, which lies eaft and weft; it was 
judged the whole circumference of the ifland did not exceed 
three miles; the coming in from the coral reef is to keep 
right for afmall opening which feparates the ifland of Oroo- 
LONG from an uninhwabited ifland to the eaftward of it, until 
the bay opens, then haul up weft into the harbour; the 
courfe before will have been about fouth, 

The morning being fine, the jolly-boat was difpatched to 
the watering-place to fetch fome timbers for futtocks, and 
to haul the feine; but no fith could be caught. Some hands 
were fent to try. to procure fome cabbages, in which they 
fucceeded; they were dreffad for fupper, and found to be | 
very good.—Same of our people, who had, been cutting tim- 
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ber at the watcring-place, inftead of coming back in the 
jolly-boat with their companions, chofe to return home over 
land, and the evening being far advanced, they narrowly 
efcaped with their lives.—The jolly-boat returning to the 
tents when it was dark, brought an account, rhat thefe men 
(who intended to come over land) had fet out fome time 
before the boat; and it being then late, and no tidings of 
them, much uneafinefS was entertained on their account. 
People were immediately fent out with lanterns to go in 
queft of them, who as they went on, every now and then 
hallooed.—The voices being heard, and known, the be- 
nighted travellers very prudently halted till the lights they 
had difcovered at a diftance caine up with them; and moit 
fortunate it was that they did fo, for when their fhipmates 


arrived they found them on the edge of adreadful precipice,. 


where, had they advanced a few fteps further, they muft 
inevitably have plunged to the bottom, All were happy to 
fee them return after fo great an efcape.—This evening 
Agra Kooxe arrived, and pafled the night with our peo- 
ple; he brought with him all his fpirits and gaicty, and en- 
tertained them wonderfully with the pleafint defcription he 
gave of the late engagement, acting, with his accuftomed 
humour and geftures, the panic which feized the enemy the 
inftant they heard the report of the M#g/i-guns. 

The pinnace was fent off to the wreck to fearch if any fur- 
ther neceflaries could be ftill recovered.—Captain WILson 


went to the top of the hill above the tents, and had a fpot of 
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ground cleared, in order to ufe it as a look-out or obferva- 
tory, to {ce if a paflage could be difcovered in the reef. On 
examination, it was thought that there was apparently a 
good ong, right out from the weft point of the ifland.—It 
had hitherto been a great doubt among our people, whe- 
ther a veffel of the fize theirs muft be (though intended to 
be no larger than was neceflary to convey themfclves and 
provifions 1n fatety to Cu1na) would be able to find a paf- 
fage through the reef capable of allowing her to float over. 
Arka Kooxen left the ifland this day, and another frame 
tumber was got up.—The Chime/e were bufied in wafhing the 
few clothes that were faved. 

The weathe: cloudy; no canoes at the ifland.—The 
boatfwain employed in making a main-fail for the veffel out 
of the remains of the fails that had been faved.—The jolly- 
boat made three trips for timber to-day, which being cut 
down at the back of the ifland and roughed off, they could 
eafily manage to bring round.—It was found that the tides 
rofe about nine {eet upon the fpring, and it was high-water 
about nine o’clock upon the full and change of the moon. 
About four P. M. Mr. BENGER, Mr. WiLson, and the China- 
gman, returned in a canoe, and {oon after RaA Koox with the 
linguift in another. Mr. BENGxiR brought an account, that 
they were reccived and treated by the King and his people 
with the moft perfect friendfhip and hofpitality; that they 
were conftantly praifing the power and exploits of the 
Englifl, to whom they afcribed the fuccefs of the late bat- 
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tle; repeating the word Eng/ees*inceffantly in thé fongs, 
at their dances and rejoicings, which he faid were not then 
over; and that they were meditating another expedition, 
more formidable than the laft, in which they meant to rely 
on the affiftance of the Lue/if.—Mr. Bence faid their 
houfes were tolerably good, with plantations of yams and 
cocoa-nuts about them; that the foil appeared to be rich 
and fertile; that they have neither corn, or cattle of any 
kind, nor did he fee much fruit or produce of any great ufe 
or value.—The China-man alfo added, “ that this bave very 
« poor place, and very poor people; no got cloaths, no got rice, 
« no got hog, no got nothing, only yam, ittle fifk, and cocoa- 
“ nuts no got nothing make irgde, very little make cat.” This 
fellow’s defcription, which I have given in his own words, 
fufficiently fhewed that he viewed mankind with the eye of 
a Dutchman, only calculating what was to be got from them. 
—The mind of a fpeculative reader is far otherwife enga- 
ged. He, in the difperfed familics of the world, traces the 
hand of PRovIDENCE guiding all things with uncrring wif- 
dom.—He marks it balancing with equal fcale its bleffings 
to the children of men; and confideys human nature, how- 
ever unadorned, when dignified by virtuous fimplicity, as 
one of the nobleft objects of contemplation. , 
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4 Paffage is difeovered through the Coral Reef, fuficient to 
carry out the Veffel when completed. — Captain W1LsoNny 
Mr. Snarp, Mr. Devis, and Mr. HENRY WILSON, go fo 
PELEW 0 vifit the King.—.dn Account of the Hofpitality with 
which they weré received.—Some Defcription of the Manners 
of the Natives, and of their Mode of Living —Mr. Suanr is 
requefied to go into the Country to Jee a fick Child of one of the 
Rupacks, which be does, and returns to PELEw. 


Saturday go. HE morning proved fo wet that our people could’ not 
ftand out to work, but were employed in the tents. 

Raa Koox fent away fome of the canoes which came with 
him, detaining only fuch as were to carry Captain Wrisén 
down to PELEW.—The Malay, who had beén the interpreter 
to the natives, and Whofé name was Seoc.e, being on fhore, 
took a compafs, ard poiriting to the SiS. W. faid, that five 
days fail from ORooLONG, on that point of the compal’, 
was the place he came from, which he called Monapo; 
that there were about forty Dutch people there, abundance 
of pepper, and plenty of hogs and poultry. He faid Monapo 
‘was 


THE PELEW ISLANDS, 


was three days fail from BatTavra; that when he left 
Batavia they had three veffels or proas, that two of them 
parted company, and that the one he was on board of, going 
from’ Monapdo to TERNATF, was driven by a hard gale of 
wind hither, where they were wrecked. Our people fup- 
pofed there was mach falfliood in this fcllow’s account, 
and, from converfations their own 'linguift had with him, 
they fufpected thefe people had been Malay pirates, which 
they afterwards had confirmed, by one of them who was 
brought to Eng/and.—In the afternoon Mr. CuMMIN was 
fent in the jolly-boat, to try for the paffage through the 
reef which was thought ta have been difcovered the day be- 
fore, from the Looé“out above the tents. Captain WiLson 
took up fome men, and cleared ftill mare the fpot intended 
for an obfervatory.+The jolly-boat returned, after having 
been without the reef through a narrow paffage, in which 
they found at low-water three feet and a half of water, and, 
as it rofe eight or nine feet upon a fpring-tide, it was jucig- 
ed there mnft be at thofe times twelve fect of water, which 
would be almoft double the draught of the Schooner when 
finifhed.—This was an information which revived cvery 
gne’s hopes, and made all our people look forward with 
frefh fpirits. Intelligence was alfo brought, that they had 
found feyen fathom water immediately without the reef, 
and three fathom within in the fhoaleft part, which was a 
parrow hank of fand that formed a bar.—Thefe obfervations 
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were taken at low-water, or when very little flood was. 
made. 

The Captain having fixed this day for his going to vifit 
the King at Priiw, as foon as all hed breakfafted, he read 
pravers in the tent; Raa Kook, withiguch of the natives as 
Were waiting to accompany him, astiigded divine fervice, 
and were moft exceedingly attentive, following exactly what 
they fuw our people did, in rifing or kneeling, except that 
inflead of kneeling they would fquat down on their hams. 
Aftcr prayers were ended, Captain WILson took leave of 
his people, taking with him Mr. Smarr. Mr. Devrs, and his 
Son Mr. HENRY WILSON ; they went ff the jolly-boat ; the 
GENERAL accompanying him in his canoe. ‘They left 
the tents about cight o’clock in the morning. At noon as 
they approached the little ifland which lies about three 
or four miles off Piurw, they obférved RaA Kook’s 
sanoc, paddling away at a great rate to get a-~head of them ; 
he just ttept on fore at a little town fituated by the water 
cdge, and foon returned to mect them, direéting their 
courfe to the Iceward of the iflané, where they were 
met by another canoe, laden with ydms, cocoa-nuts, and 
fweetmeats, to refrefh them on their paffage. ‘This explain- 
ed immediately the reafon of the General's quitting them fo 
fuddenly, which they now perceived was merely to indulge 
his hofpitable difpofition, and from his anxiety left our 
people fhould be fatigued for want of tefrefhment. Every 
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1783 + long as they remained at PELew, and that there they were 
avcu"t tofleep. After which he rofe up, and withdrew, previoufly 
apologizing to Captain WiLsown for retiring, faying he was 
going to bathe. Soon after a meffage came to Raa Koox, 
from the Queen, to requeft fhe might fee the Engiifb 
at her dwelling; they attended the General thither, 
through a pathway from the back of the houfe where they 
were, which led into a grove of cocoa-nut trees; having 
croffed the grove, they came to 2 {mall retired habitation, 
in the front of which was a fquare, formed with paved 
ftone, furrounded alfo with cocoa-nut trees. Immediately 
before this houfe was a rail, on which were fome tame 
Pigeons, tied by the leg. This is a bird held in fuch 
eftimation in thefe iflands, that none but the Rupacks, 
and their families, are allowed to eat of them. As they ap- 
proached, the Queen opened her window, and fpoke to RAA 
Kook, to defire the Engii/b would fit down on the pave- 
ment before her; which being complied with, a number of 
attendants brought out yams, cocoa-nuts, and: fweet drink ; 
and whilit they were partaking of thefe the Queen afked _ 
Raa Koox many queftions about our people, and then 
fent them one broiled pigeon (which they-drefs without 
drawing) that every one might have a bit to tafte; giving 
them to underftand, that this was the greateft rarity that 
the country produced. She took very great notice of the 
Englijb, and withed fome of them would come clofe ja tie 
window, 


THE PELEW ISLANDS. 


window, and draw up their coat-fleeves, that fhe might fee 
the colour of their fkin; after fhe had viewed them atten- 
tively, and afked, through the General, as many circumftan- 
ces refpecting them as fhe thought fhe could with propriety 
obtrude, fhe fignified that fhe would not longer trefpais on 
their time by detaining them ; fo they rofe and took leave of 
her *, 

The General now told them he wifhed to canduét them 
to his own houfe, which was a little diftant from the firtt 
{quare, where the King had allotted them their habitation. — 
At the houfe of this Chief they were received quite in a fa- 
tmily way, without any form; they were obliged juft to 
taite of what was fet before them, though their appetites 
had been fufficiently taken away by partaking of fo many 
entertainments before. Raa Koox’s wife brought them 
in 2 broiled pigeon, which they, out of compliment, eat 
a bit of, for the honour done them.—In this domeftic 
fcene RAA Koox appeared in a new and amiable light; 
it was a fituation which placed to their view that benevo- 
lent heart of his they had themfelves before frequently 
noticed.—Here he was furrounded by feveral of his chil- 
dren, two of whom were very young, and feemed almoft 
of the fame age; they were climbing up his knees and 


© This lady feemed to have a greater degree of refpect and attention paid her thant 
any other of the King’s wives ; the never went abroad, and her houle was the King’s 
general refidence, 
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careffing him, whilft he feemed to enjoy great pleafure in 
rolling and toffing them about, and playing with them, hand- 
ing them to our people, that they might alfo notice and play 
with them. 

Whilft the attention of Captain W1Lson and his compa- 
nions had been engaged by this interefting fcene, the night 
had crept faft on them, and it being now quite dark they 
requefted leave to retire; Raa Koox apologized for not 
waiting on them home, -but ordered one of his own people 
and the Ma/ay to conduct them back. P 

Being arrived at their allotted dwelling, they learnt that 
the King had been there after his bathing, but underftanding 
they were gone abroad with his brother, he had retired to his 
own houfe, but had fent them fome fith for fupper.—After 
fupper Raa Koox fent mats for them to fleep on, and called 
himfelf before he went to reft, to fee if they were fupplied 
with every thing they ftood in want of, and which it was 
in his power to offer.—Our people repofed on thefe mats at 
one end of the houfe, the King having ordered fome of his 
own men to fleep at the other end, to protect them from any 
inconveniency which might arife from the curiofity of the 
Natives, as well as to watch the fires, made to keep them 
from the dews and mofquitos. They all refted very well, in 
the fulleft degree fatisfied with the great attention and kind- 
nefs of their new friends.—The night proved both windy 
and wet, but they found their habitation perfectly dry; their 
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houfes being fo well thatched, that the weather rarely is 
able to penetrate them. 

Raa Kook. called on them very early in the morning; in 
all his vifits he wore on his countenance fuch a look of good- 
humour and congratulation as more than told our people he 
rejoiced to fee them.—He never feated himfelf clofe, but at 
fome {mall diftance from them, which is regarded in thefe 
parts as a mark of refpect.—He told them he was going to 
bathe, and they went down to the fhore to fee if their boat 
and its iron-work was fafe.—On their return, the Captain and 
his companions received a meffage to breakfaft with the 
King.—They were conducted to the houfe where, the pre- 
ceding evening, they had been to pay their refpedts to the 
Queen. It confifted of one great room, not boarded on the 
floor, as is the ufual cuftom there, but covered with bam- 
boos laid and faftened down collaterally, with fearce any 
{pace between.—At one end of this room was the kitchen, 
where the fervants were bufied in preparing breakfaft, but 
without any partition to feparate the kitchen.—At the oppo- 
fite end ran a high rail, with a large mat loofely laid over it. 
—Some attendants who were prefent, defired our people 
to feat themfelves; which, when they had done, the King 
pulled down the mat, and difcovered himfelf and the Queen 
feated behind it.—As this trifling ceremony had fomewhat 
of an air of ftate that had never been fhewn before, nor 
‘was on any future occafion exercifed, they fufpected that 

this 
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this mipde of the King’s receiving the Engl was fomething 
the Malay had fuggefted to him, and which the King proba- 
bly found fo clumfy and foolifh that he never adopted it 
again.—They had boiled fifth and yams placed before them ; 
and during breakfaft the King fhewed Captain WILSON a 
large piece of chintz, which the Ma/ay had faved when he 
was wrecked, and had given him.—He feemed to admire it 
much, and when it had been looked at, he folded it up again 
very nicely in a’ mat; having only produced it as being to 
him a great curiofity. 

During the time of breakfaft, the King talked much with 
the Malay, who after it was over told Mr. SHARP that ABBA 
THULLE wifhed he would go a little way into the country, 
without declaring for what purpofe.—Mr. SHanrp hefitated, 
till Mr. Devts offered to accompany him; the King faid a 
perfon would prefently be there to conduét them, who, when 
he came, appeared to be one of the Rupacks who had been 
with them at OrooLonc at the King’s firft coming, when 
they individually fixed their notice on fome one of our peo- 
ple; acircumftance which then occafioned fome alarm, as 
has before been mentioned *. And this Chief proved to be 
the perfon who had particularly noticed Mr. SHARP as his 
friend or Sucalic (a term the natives gave it.) 

Mr. SHarr and Mr. Devis, accompanied, by the inter- 
preter, put themfelves cheerfully under the guidance pf 


© See page 57. this 
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this Rupack, whofe name was Akra Zoox; they had 
not proceeded far, after getting off the caufeway, be- 
fore they met with Captain Wi Lson’s fervant, who was 
ftraggling about with his gun to kill fome fowl for dinner. 
‘The Rupack made figns to him to join company, which he 
did, on being informed by Mr. SHarp that he was going 
where the King had fent him. As they went over the hills, 
they paffed feveral pleafant villages, and a valley beauti- 
fully cultivated with plantations of cocoa-nuts and yams, 
forming from the fummit a moft rich and delicious prof- 
pect. When they had got nearly three miles from PELEWw, 
the heat was fo oppreffive, that Mr. SHARP and his compa- 
nions expreffed an inclination to return back; but the dif- 
appointment which appeared in the countenance of the 
Rupack who had conducted them, made both gentlemen 
judge it advifable not to crofs his wifhes.—Thcy therefore 
proceeded about a mile and a half further, when they ar- 
rived at a plantation, at the end of which ftood his houfe. 
He folicited them to enter, when various refrefhments were 
placed before them. He then introduced his wife and his 
children; and fhewed Mr. SHARP a child that was afflicted 
with fome bad ulcers, from a kind of boils, a diforder 
which he faid was common to the people there; and in- 
formed Mr. SHgxe what applications he had himfelf ufed to 
his child, w were chiefly fomentations, made with cer- 
tain leaves; and that occafionally, after the inflammatory 
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fymygoms were abated, he had put a little of their chinam 
into the wound to eat away the proud flefh.—Mr. SHARP, 
who, fituated as he was, could not undertake to repeat his 
attendance, thought it beft to advife the Rupack to the con- 
tinuance of the remedy the child had been accuftomed to; 
and now perceiving the reafon why this vifit was folicited, 
after remaining there a proper time, he and Mr. Devis inti- 
mated their wifla to return back; but the Rupack told them 
that his people were atavork for them, and that they muft 
not depart till the bufinefs they were about was done. They 
now perceived the hofpitality of ARRA Zoox was not con-~ 
fined to the tranfient entertainment he had already fpread 
before them. His people prefently appeared, loaded with 
yams and cocoa-nuts, packed up in large bafkets; and alfo 
batkets of {weetmeats, which they had made frefh for them 
while they had been in his houfe. The Rupack told them 
that his people fhould carry all thefe bafkets to the King’s 
town, that they might there be put into a boat to be given 
to their friends at ORooLoNG. —Charmed with the character 
of their liberal hoft, Mr. SHarp and his companions took 
their Jeave, tefufying their thankfulnefé for the kindnefs 
he had fhewn them; whilft the good man ftood affuring 
them of the joy they had afforded him and his family in 
coming to his houfe, and how truly they obliged him 
by looking at his poor fick child. As fs, ek accom= 
panied them’to the door, oppofite to it, on a rail (as before 
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deftribed at the Queen’s houfe) was his rooft of tathe pi- 
geons; not thinking he had fufficiently gratified his liberal 
fpirit, he gave them at parting a look of the warmeft bene- 
volence, and told them, when their fhip was built, they 
fhould have dll his pigeons to carry with them. 

Thefe gentlemen returned to PELEw, followed by the 
fervants of Anna Zoox with the prefents of their mafter.— 
Captain WILs0n had in the mean time paid a vifit to Raa 
Kook, where he was fhewn three iron travellers, which fome 
of the natives had got from the wreck; the General faid the 
Engle Thoald have them again, and the Captain in return 
promifed to give him a hatchet. 

Such are the little pleafurable barters of life, when life is 
goverried by fimplicity alone, and the eftimation objeéts are 
held in, is only proportioned to their real utility! 
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CHAPTER XL 


1 us ther Account of the Natives of PELEW.—d Council of State 
is held, at the Breaking up of wich the King requefs of 
Captain WALSON tcn Men to go with him on a fecind Expe- 
dition againfi the Jame Enemy—whtch is agreed to.—De/crip- 
tion of the Dance of the [Varriors.—Our People return to 
OnooLone, find thetr Countrymen well, and in great Una- 
nunily advancing the Veffel—The ten Men felecied who were 
to atiend the King to Batile. 


HIIS day in the forenoon, a great council was held, in 

the open air, on the large {quare pavement near the 
hhoufe allotted to the Exg/jd. It confifted of a number of 
Rupacks, or Chiefs, feated each on a fingle ftone, placed 
near the outer border of the pavement; that for the King 
was more elevated than the reft; and clofe to the fide of it 
was a ftone ftill higher, on which he occafionally refted his 
arm: when in their places, they are encircled by officers of 
inferior rank. They debate from fide to fide, on whatever 
fubje& happens te be under difcnffion, and it was underftood 
that the plurality of opinions determined the matter before 
them. 
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them. In the prefent cafe it did not require the knowledge 
of theiy language to difcover the bufinefs they were on; as 
the houfe in which the Captain and his companions were, 
looked full on their council; and their geftures, as well as 
the frequent repetition of the words Lae/cet and AxTIN- 
GALL, left our people no room to doubt but that dey had 
been the fubject of their deliberation.—After the council 
broke up, the King, ateended by the linguilt, came to the 
houfe where the Exg/i/e were, and requefted Captain WiL- 
soN would permit ten of his men to go with him to battle, 
againft the fame enemy as before. Captain WILSON replied 
to the King nearly as he had done before, that the Lagi 
s¢ were his friends, and would regard thofe who were his 
« enemies, as being enemies of their own.” This reply 
greatly pleafed the King. The Captain dcfiring to know 
the caufe of the war, ABBA THULLE informed him, through 
the linguift, that fome time back, at a feftival at AntIv- 
GALL, one of his brothers, and two of his Chicfs, had been: 
killed, and that the two iflands had becn at war ever fince; 
the people of ARTINGALL, fo far from making any fatif-. 
faction, had protected the murderers. Captain Wiuson in- 
treated that his people might not be detained at PELEw 
longer than was neceffary, as it would greatly retard the 
building of his veffel. The King anfwered, “ that be could 
“ not in decency fend them back the moment be had had thcir 
“ Services, but that be would keep them only two or three 
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ky days, that they might be made gay, and rejoice with bis own 
DRESS he people after fubduing bis enernies.” 

In the afternoon the King took Gaptain W1Lson and his 
companions to fee fome canoes that were then building; and 
fhewed them alfo fome of their boat-houfes, which were 
well conttructed, niccly thatched, and not unlike thofe that 
are made in ENGLAND. From hence they were carried to 
ive fone other canoes, which were jaft come in from an ex- 
pedition they had been fent on by themfelves, and from 
which, after four days abfence, they had returned victorious, 
having brought in one canoe of the enemy, though not a 
fingle prifoner. The obtaining a cange, however trifling 
it may appear to a reader, is equal to the capture of the 
largeft thip of war in Europe; as their battles are gene- 
cally fought near flore, and, when there is no appearance of 
fuccefs, they get to land and haftily haul up their canoes. 

In the evening our people were entertained with a dance of 
the warriors, who were juft then returned, which was per- 
formed in the following manner :—The dancers have a quan~ 
tity of plantain leaves brought to them, which they fplit, and 
fhiver into the form of ribbands, thefe they then twine and 
fix round their heads, wrifts, waifts, ankles, and knees, and 
the leaves being of a yeHowith hue, fo prepared, have not an 
inelegant effect when applied to their dark copper fkin. ‘They 
make alfo bunches or taffels of the fame,-which they hold in 
their hands. When drawn out, they form themfelves iaté 
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circles of two or three deep, one within another. In gencral 
an elderly man amongft them ‘begins, in a very folemn tone, 
fomething like a fong, or long {entence, for our countrymen 
could not difcriminate which it was, and when he comes to 
a paufe, or what we fhould call the end of a flanza, a chorus 
is ftruck up, and the dancers all join in concert, ftill conti« 
nuing their figure. Their dancing does not fo much con- 
fift in capering or agility, as in a particular method they 
have of balancing themfelvyes, and this frequently very low 
fideways, finging together all the while; during which, 
they will flatten their circles, fo as to bring themfelves face 
to face to each other, lifting up the taffels they hold in their 
hands, and giving them a clafhing or tremulous motion ; 
after this there will be a fudden paufe, and an exclamation 
from every voice, Wee// Then a new fentence or ftanza is 
repeated, and danced to as before, and the fame ceremony 
continued, till every man who is engaged in the dance has 
in his turn had his repetition and chorus, 

During this feftivity two large tubs of fweet drink were 


brought in, which were ferved out, firft to the Engli/b and ° 


the principal people prefent, who juft tafted it, and then the 
tubs were carried to the warriors ; and when the dance was 
ended they ali fat down upon the fquare, and the drink was 
ferved out te them by four perfons who feemed to be peo- 
ple of note, having bones upon their wrifts; the warriors 
then retnoved to » houfe, at which a fupper was prepared 

for 
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for them, where they continued dancing moft part of the 
night, but when it grew dark the Eng/ifp retired to their 
own habitation. 

The night proved very wet and windy; our people the 
next morning breakfafted with the King, and after break-- 
faft Captain WILson acquainted him, that as foon as the 
weather would permit he intended to return to OROOLONG; 
to which he was pleafed to-agree. The wind being unfavour- 
able, Mr. SHARP took the Captain to fee the Rupack, whofe: 
child he had vifited the preceding day. They paffed many” 
fine plantations of cocsa-nuts, yams, and beetle-nuts; and: 
alfo obferved a tree with a large fruit on it, which the na~ 
tives call Ra@’mal/, but the linguift who.was with them faid: 
it was called by the Malays, Pan'gly; our people thought it 
the bread-fruit—Arra Zook received them with great joy,. 
brought them water: to wath their feet before they went 
into the houfe, gave them-mats to fit down on, made them: 
frefh fweetmeats, and fet before them a Kind of fherbet.. 
Our people's complexion as much excited the furprize and 
ddmiration-of this' Rupaek’s neighbours and houfebold, as it 
had before done their'firlt vifitors at OROOLONG. , 

“ After‘ experiencing once more tHis good man’s hofpita- 
lity, they returned to. PELEW; where the warriors had re~ 
newed their'dances. In the afternoom Captain Wrison and’ 
his friends took another ramble into the country, but in'a 
contrary direction.to the courfe they had purfued. in ‘thé 
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moraing. AJl the way they went appeared to be equally 
well cultivated as what they had feen before, and rather 
fuller of inhabitants. Wherever they paffed they obferved 
the lower rank of women employed in looking after the 
plantations of yams, which are generally in f{wampy ground. 
They obferved the women were alfo employed in making 
mats and bafkets, dreffjng victuals, and nurfing their chil- 
dren ; the men were found bufied in gathering cocoa-nuts, 
hewing trees, and making {pears and darts. 

The weather {till bad, Captain WILson went down to the 
wharf, before fun-rife, to look after his boat, and :eturned 
to breakfaft with Raa Kook. At noon he accompanied the 
King to his boat-builders, where AnBA THULLE wanted to 
ive directions about fome work that was carrying on: for 
him there; he had taken down with him a defign of his 
own for ornamenting fome canoes then building, and this 
defign was marked on a board with great accuracy, in dif- 
ferent colours, to work after. ,At this piace our people jlined 
with the King upon pigeons., 

The rain fell in torrents all the night, accompanied with 
svery loud thunder. The Exg/i had removed to another of 
athe King’s houfes, in order to be retired, having been dif- 
-turbed by the curiofity of the natives, whilit they remained 
in the habitation which had been firft affigned them, 

The King and his brother Raa Koox made our people @ 
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vifit at day-break ; the weather after breakfaft clearing up, 
they informed the King they wifhed to return to Oroo- 
LONG, to which he affented, though hoping rather to have 
detained them another day. They found the jolly-boat ready 
loaded for them with every kind of provifion the ifland 
afforded ; and about two o’clock in the afternoon they left 
PELEw, highly fatisfied with the kindnefs of their new 
friends, giving them three cheers, as ufual, at parting ; 
which was returned by the King in perfon, who in this in- 
ftance put off his gravity, and laughed very much, joining 
the men, women, and children in their cheers, ftanding 
up, and apart in fuch a manner as to make himfelf con- 
fpicuous. 

Our people arrived fafe at the tents about nine o'clock, 
though the wind had been adverfe to them; and had the 
pleafure of finding all their companions well. 

The next morning being fine, they put out their clothes, 
and the few neceffaries which bad been faved from the 
wreck, to dry, having been much wetted by the late heavy 
rains. Captain W11Ls0N, on coming back, had the fatisfaction 
to fee that all his people, in his abfence, had been going on 
very affiduoufly with the veffel, and that the moft perfect 
harmony had fubfifted amongft them. This was a circum- 
Rance which could not fail to hold out the happieft prefages, 
that they fhould in the end accomplith that point to which 

their 
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their rhoft fanguine wifhes were directed. They underftood 
that no canoe had been at OROoLONG during the time they 
had been at PELEW. 

At day-light the boats were fent again to the wreck, to 
fee if any other materials could be procured; they brought 
back in the evening more planks, nails, and many other ne- 
ceffaries, which were of effential fervice, particularly coals. 
Thofe who remained on fhore were bufied about the veffcl. 
—A lift was made out of the number of men the King had 
wifhed to go on his fecond expedition. On this, as well as 
on the former occafion, every individual expreffed a readi- 
nefs to be of the number; and thofe who actually went, 
amicably fettled the matter among themfelves, on which 
their names were wrote down, and ftuck againft a tree in 
the dock-yard; and directions given, that they fhould hold 
themfelves in readinefs againft the time the King fhould 
either fetch, or fend_for them. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


The King comes to OROOLONG.—Is much firuck with the Ap= 
pearance of the Veffel, which be had not feen before—Is 
Jbewn the Barricade and the Six-pounder ; which is after- 
wards, at bis Defire, fired off.—Views the different Artificers 
employed in the Dock Yard.—The Impreffion all thefe new 
Sights make on bim.— After paffing feveral Hours with our 
People, be goes to the Back of the Ifland.—The King re- 
turns next Day—wifbes to take a Swivel Gun on the Expe- 
dttion.—This objected to.—He departs for PELEW, carrying 
with him the ten Men allotted for the War. 


IIE weather fettling finc, all hands were employed in 

felling timber, and getting the frames of the veffel 
forward. In the afternoon four canoes came into the har- 
bour, and gave our people fome fifh; who, in return, made 
them a prefent of fome iron. As they appeared to have a 
large provifion of fifh, by bartering a little more old iron, 
there was plenty for every man at fupper. In the evening, 
when the toil of the day was over, the Captain read prayers, 
as ufual. 


After 
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After breakfaft Captain WILsoNn went out in the jolly- 
boat, to found and examine the reef himfelf. He found a 
paflage, in which there were three fathom at low-water, 
due weft from the ifland. Between the ifland and the 
reef he found a flat fand-bank, upon which there were 
only feven feet at low-water; it was clear fand, except a 
few coral fpots, which were eafily diftoyered by the colour 
of the water. 

In the afternoon the King paid our people a vifit, at- 
tended by his two brothers, the Curer Minificr, and 
feveral of his other Chiefs, and brought them fome fine 
fifh, that his canoes had caught in nets, which they make 
very nicely. Thefe fifh differed much from any kind our 
people had hitherto feen, they were rather more than threc 
feet in length, and near a foot acrofs, having a very bony 
and thick head; the bone was fo uncommonly hard, as to 
ftrike fire when they fplit it with an axe, in order to ftew 
it. The meat cut folid and firm, like a large cod; and tic 
feales were round, near the fize of a Spanijh dol/ar ; the na- 
tives prize it much, and our people found it, when boiled, 
very good. They had only caught four, two of which were 
given to the Eng/ifa, and by the fhip’s fteward divided into 
mefles. The Céirte/e dreffed their portion differently, making 
a mixture with rice, and other things, which they call Clow 
Chow. 

Ra The 
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The King, who now for the firft time had feen the pro- 
grefs made in the new veffel, appeared perfectly amazed at 
perceiving how much had been done, nor lefs fo at the 
magnitude of the objeét. He minutely examined every 
thing with the moft eager attention, and impatiently called 
for his Tacka/bys, or artificers, to notice what ‘had fo much 
excited his own aftonifhment. The Tacka/bys, feized with a 
firprize equal to that of their Prince, after deliberately po- 
ring over its parts, pointed out to him the very fingular 
manner in which every thing was wedged and bolted to- 
gether.—They were quite loft in wonder at the ufe and 
power of the iron-work ; and the whole together feemed to 
have engaged their minds as fomewhat beyond their com- 
prehenfion.—The King croffed frequently between the ribs 
of the vefftl, and faid he was at a lofs to conceive how they 
could ever be made fo as to keep out the water, having no 
idea that they were to be planked. 

As moft of the frame-work of the veffel on the ftocks 
had been made out of trees which our people had cut down 
in the ifland, the King pointed out to them a fpecies of 
wood which they had ufed in fome parts of the veffel, and 
which he expreffed a concern at feeing ; faying, he deemed 
it an unlucky wood, and that it might prove the caufe 
of their meeting with fome accident; earneftly preffing 
them to take it out, and not fuffer any of it to remain. 

They, 
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They acknowledged his great care and goodnefs for them ; 
at the fame time informing him, they were accuftomed to 
employ different kinds of timber in conftructing their fhips, 
and from experience had difcovered that nothing was to be 
apprehended on that fcore. This caution feemed to aife 
from fome /uperfitious idea which the natives entertained of 
this tree, of which there were feveral growing on the ifland 
of OROoOLONG. 

The King this day, as well as the Gencral, much noticed 
the barricade, as alfo the fix-pounder; and after he had 
talked fome time with the Ma/ay, he enquired the ufe of the 
great gun. The Captain fhewed him the balls, and grape- 
fhot, and alfo explained to him their force and effi- 
cacy: informing him, that if a number of canoes from 
ARTINGALL, or any other ifland of his enemics, fhould 
approach the cove, this machine would blow them out of 
the water, and fhiver them to atoms. The King was alfo 
fhewn the fwivel guns, which were mounted on trecs 
fawn down, as before mentioned; and it was explained to 
him, that they could be pointed in any direétion which 
fhould be moft defirable, or convenient, fo that fhould any 
of his enemies come by furprize over land, thefe moveable 
guns would give our people as great an advantage and 
power over them by land, as the fix-pounder would by fea. 

The King, his brothers, and the Chiefs who were with 

him, 
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him, on receiving this intelligence, feemed to look at our 
countrymen with frefh aftonifhment; they converfed much 
among onc another, te(tifying by their actions every indica~ 
tion of furprize.—They walked round the barricade and ex~ 
amined it with much attention, noticing how ftrongly and 
<lofily every part was intrenched and fortified. 

Thi, little ifland of OROOLONG having becn rendered far 
more commodious to the Lngii/s by the many neceffary efta- 
Llifhments they had made fince the King had paid them his 
former vilit, therc was of courfe a good deal of additional 
novclty for him to attend to—After he had pointed out 
to his Zackalbys to notice with particular attention every 
thing about the barricade, he ftrolled inquifitively round 
the cove with his company.—The noife of the forge which 
our people had fet up, and which was then at work, foon 
drew his attention that way: it happened that the boatfwain 
was at that inftant beating out a piece of hot iron upon a 
pig of the fame metal, which he had made his anvil. This 
was a circumftance fo entirely new, and a difcovery fo in- 
terefting to them, that they all ftood abforbed in admiration. 
—They could not be perfuaded to kcep ata diftance, but 
would get fo clofe to the anvil as to reccive occafionally a 
hot {park on their naked bodies; nor did this deter them 
from catching with their hands the luminous particles that 
flew from under the itroke of the hammer.—Eyery thing, 
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caught the carpenters, who were bufied, fome in fawing, 
others in dubbing, &c.; this was again freth matter to de+ 
tain them: the faw and its operations were marvellous ; 
and it was not without great difficulty that they were at laft 
feduced to the canvafs, where fherbet was prepared for 
them. Captain WILSON made the King a prefent of a 
Ching mat, which he appeared to admire, being different 
from any they made at PELEW, and which he wifhed gs a 
pattern for his people to endeavour to imitate. 

When redemption is the objet, minutes appear as hours}, 
and our men, with fuch a poinrin view, could ill afford the 
Toft of half a day; they were extremely uneafy then to find, 
that no fooner were their guefts retired, but all their com-- 
mon attendants {warmed in every part, fo that it was im-- 
poffible to continue work; Raa Koox was therefore peti~ 
tioned to difperfe them, who, by. ordering them down to the: : 
beach, gave the different artificers elbow-room to proceed 
in their bufinefs.—The King, after this, took his leave with 
much good-humour,.and,. accompanied by all his retinue,, 
went to fleep at the back of the ifland,.” 

In confequence of what had the preceding day been ex- 
plained relative to the fwivel-guns, the King’s imagination 
had amply worked on the fubje&t; he came over land with 
his train, and expreffed a with to have one of them to take- 
with him on the next expedition; this the Captain: endea- 
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voured to convince him would be impoffible, as they liad no 
boats conftructed in a manner proper to receive it.—The 
King then requefted to have the fix-pounder fired.—If they 
were furprized (as we have already noticed) at the dif- 
charge of a mufquet, it may eafily be unagined in how 
great a proportion the report of this piece muft have af- 
fected them.—During the time the gunner was loading it, 
not a circumftance of the whole proceis efcaped their no- 
tice; and when the lighted match was brought and put to 
the train, they perceived an inftantancous blaze, which was 
fucceeded by a moft violent noife; this they were puzzled 
in the extreme to comprehend, and the more fo, as in the 
difcharge of a mufquet they had {cen no appearance of 
fire applied.—The report of the fix-pounder feemed to ftun 
them all, as every one of the natives, for more than a quar- 
ter of an hour, kept his fingers in his cars, calling out 
Magull! Magull! that is to fay, Very bad.—Pleafed and 
furprized as they were at the noife, it was evidently too vio- 
lent for their organs; for whenever founds uncommonly 
loud ftrike unexpeé#dly on the drum of the ear, it is well 
known they will occafion temporary deafneis, though the 
fame degree of found, when applied to thofe who are ac- 
cuftomed to it, or prepared to receive it, will not vibrate on 
the fenfe with any particular inconvenignce.—The hooting 
and fhouting of the natives, on hearing the explofion, was 
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hardly to be defcribed, and this was mereafed by the acci- 
dent of fome of the wad fetting fire to the dry leaves of a 
tree which projected acrofs the cove-—Having obferved the 
ball fall in the water at a great diftance, they were unable to 
conceive how this effect could be produced; what they 
had {cen ftimulated ftill more their with of having one of 
the fwivels on their expedition, as it would prove not only 
deftructive to the perfons, but to the property of their 
enemies.—RAA Kook accompanied the Captain on the hill 
to the Look-out, and was furprized to fee how much the 
ground had been cleared.—He informed him of the names 
of the principal iflands, pointing out their fituation with 
his hand, though fome of them were not within view; 
he told him that to the fouthward was PELLELEW, to 
the N. E. EmitLeGus, and to the S. E, the ifland they 
were going to war with, which he faid was called Arrin- 
GALL.—After they had returned from the hill, the King 
was treated with fherbet, and he foon after went over 
land to dinner, at the place where his canoes were fta- 
tioned, faying, when he left the tents, that he fhould return 
with his boats at high-water, by which it was fuppofed 
he meant at that time to take fuch of the Exg//@ as were 
to attend him to the war, who all got themfelves in readinefs 

accordingly. 
In the afternoon fome people came from AaBa THULLE, 
and 
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and renewed their folicitations on the fubject of the 
fwivel-gun; every argument was ufed to make them fen- 
fible of the impracticability of rendering it of any wf in 
their canoes.—Soon after other of his men arrived, bringing 
a prefent of fome fine fifa and a turtle.—The Kiny atter 
came round himfelf, attended by ten or twelve canoes.— 
The requeft of the fwivel was again ftrongly urged 
by the Cuter Minifer, and our people thereby compelléd 
to recur to all the arguments before made ufe of; and as 
our men were all drawn up with their arms, Mr, Buncrr, 
willing to cut off all further entreaty on the fubject, or- 
dered them into the canoes,—One very material ob- 
jection againft complying with thcir defire was, the great 
confumption of powder it would occafion; befides which, 
the neceffity there would have been of the Gunner's at- 
tendance, who was too ufeful a man to be fpared. 

ABBA THULLE and his retinue now embarked, and 
there was reafon to fear that this refufal had not made 
them depart in the good-humour that could have been 
wifhed.—Before the canocs were out of fight, the Gunner 
made a report of the arms and ammunition taken on the 
expedition, which appearing rather large (as Mr. BENGER 
had taken piftols and cutlaffes unknown to the Captain) 
occafioned fome uneafinefs, in the particular fituation they 
at that time ftood.—It was therefore thought advifable to 
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keep every thing in a pofture of defence, left any further 
mifunderftanding fhould take place; the watch was well 


attended to, and no caution omitted which prudence could 
fuggeft. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIii. 


Tranfaétions at OROOLONG.—The ten Men return from the 
War.— A particular Account of the Second Battle of Ar- 
TINGALL.—Progre/s of the new Veffel, Bc. 


OME natives came from the watering-place, by whom 
intelligence was brought that the canoes were gone 
down to PELEw, of which fome doubts had been enter- 
tained; our people fuppofing that, as they went away late, 
they would only go to the back of the ifland. Thefe na- 
tives foon departed.—The feine was hauled to-day, without 
fuccefs, and the veffel was attended to with perfeverance. 
This day they had the higheft tide that had been noticed 
at this place. It was high-water at half an hour paft feven. 
No natives were feen to-day. : 
The jolly-boat was fent round to the watering-place, in 
queft of timber; but there was fo high a furf on the beach 
that they could not take any in. Some of our pcople got fix 
kegs of water, anc went with the boat to collect cabbages and 
periwinkles, all the unpackcd or loofe beef being expended. 
They alfo this day examined and took an account of the ftore 
of 
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of provifion; and, after confidering the time they might 
probably remain on the ifland, and the length of their 
paffage, they fet apart as much of the foundeft and beft of 
the provifion for the voyage as was deemed neceffary; which 
was on no account to be expended. This evening there 
were hard fqualls, heavy rain, and much lightning. 

‘The weather this morning would not permit a boat to 
go out of the harbour.—It was difcovered that fome of the 
lhams had been cut the preceding night; a reward was of- 
fered, of double allowance of grog for a week, to any per- 
fon who would make the offender kuown, or would difco- 
ver any one guilty of wafting any kind of provifions; and 
that, in cafe the arrack fliould be out, that fuch perfon 
fhould receive ten dollars on the veffel’s arrival at Macoa. 
This advertifement was fixed to a tree in the dock~-yard, 
having been previoufly read to all our people; but no in- 
formation was ever obtained of the offender. 

After a night of wind and rain, thunder and lightning, 
about ten o’clock in the morning two canoes came into 
the harbour, wherein were Mr. BENGER, WILLIAM Har- 
vty, WILLIAM STEWARD, and WILLIAM RoseErts: by 
them our people learnt that the battle was over, their com- 
panions all well, and that they would foon follow them. To- 
wards evening other canoes arrived, with Mr. M. Wixson, 
Joun Duncan, NicHoLas TYACKE, MADAN BLANCHARD, 
THOMAS WILSON, and THOMAS DuLTON. The canoe 

2 which 
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which brought Mr. M. Wiison and Joun Duncan, had 
been overfet. This accident arofe from a fquall of wind 
coming on fo fuddenly, that the canoe could not get its fail 
down quick enough to fave it; there were four natives in 
it, with Mr. WiiEson and Mr. Duncan. As the canoc was 
going over, two of the men fecured the two mufqucts, and 
- holding them in one hand, buoyed up Mr. Duncan and 
Mr. WILSON with the other; whilft the remaining two made 
a fmall raft with the bamboos, ropes, paddles, and picces of 
wood they could collect. During the time they were float- 
ing the canoe righted itfelf. The other canocs that were in 
company being driven to a diftance, with much difficulty 
efcaped to the neareft fhore; but the inftant they had landed 
our people, they put off again, and took up Mr. WiLson and 
Duncan, who could neither of them fwim; by the time 
they were relieved they were both almoft exhaufted, having 
been floating and clinging to the raft for the greater part of 
two hours. Two bayonets and a cartouch-box were loft by 
this accident, but happily no life. Captain WiLson inftantly 
rewarded the men who had faved them, by giving them 
fome files, and fome pieces of iron to makc hatchets. 

They were all received with great joy by their country- 
men at OROOLONG, and ftill more fo, from their bringing 
back with them the welcome news of the King’s fuccefs. 
But as this forms not only a new, but a very interefting 
fcene, that I may lay it in the moft circumftantial manner 

before 
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17R before the reader, 1 fhall here paufe awhile, as the narrator 

ia tes of thefe events, and deliver the account of this expedition 

nearly in the words in which I received it from Mr. M. 
WiLson, who was himfelf an aétor in the whole bufinefs. 

“ The night we quitted OROOLONG we got to PELEW, 

« and the King was defirous of proceeding immediately on 

© his way to ARTINGALL3 but it proving very wet, we ob- 

« jected to it, on account of the rain damaging our arms, 

s* which he being made fenfible of, agreed to defer advanc- 

4¢ ing till the enfuing evening. We were conducted to the 

*« fainc houfe where my brother and Mr. SHARP had been 

before entertained, and where we were fupplied with 

s¢ every accommodation that we could expect, or defire. 

*¢ On the evening of the next day we all affembled on 

the caufeway, or wharf, where alfo were the King, RAA 

Kook, Arra Kooxer, and the other Rupacks and great 

officers; and we all went on board the canoes ftationed 


“ 


é 


“ 
“ 


“« there to receive us. We were followed to the fhore by a 


number of old men, women, and children, who appeared 
66 to be drawn together both by curiofity and intereft. 
«¢ When the canoes were quitting the Jand, a conch-fhell 
“ was loudly founded, to notify our departure; and other 
canoes difpatched to different parts of the ifland, to collect 
various detachments which were lying off in creeks and 
“ remoter places, and only waited the King’s fignal td 


@ join 


“ 
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“ join. him; which, in confequence of receiving, they foon 
“ did. ..Aad, thus reinforced, being upwards of two hun- 
% dred, canoes, we. proceeded, during the night, towards 
“% ARTINGALL, but ftopped, fome hours before day-light, 
. at an ifland fubjec&t to ABBA THULLE, where we went on 
 fhore, upon a wharf, and flept on the ground for about 
* three hours; then re-embarked, and paffing through a 
“ Jabyrinth of narrow chanfiels, arrived off ARTINGALL 
“a little before day-break; here they all halted till the 
* rifing of the fun, it being a maxim with the natives of 
“ PELEw; never to attack an enemy in the dark, or take 
* him by furprize. As the day came on, a {mall canoe, 
© light-built, containing only four men, each man having 
“ in his hair a white feather, ftuck upright (and which 
* were the long feathers of the tail of the tropic-bird) fum- 
 moned the enemy to a parley; the perfon wearing the 
“ white feather being regarded in the nature of a herald, 
* either bringing terms, or demanding to be heard, hoftili-. 

“ ties in this interval remained fufpended. 
« “ AgBA THULLE had previoufly notified to the King 
“ af ARTINGALL, that -he intended in a few days to offer 
“him battle; fo the latter was not unprepared for the 
event. The enemy, on feeing our fignal of parley, dif- 
patched a canoe to RAA Koox; who demanded to know 
% if theyjwould fbmit to fuch terms as the King his brother 
“, had propofed, by way ef atoning for the injuries he com~ 
T « plained 
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se acer of, The canoe went back to the King of ARTIN- 
GALL, and, having communicated our propofition, re- 
turned with a flat refufal; on which the General informed 
his brother that the enemy was difpofed for war. The 
King then ordered the conch to be founded, and ftanding 
up in his canoe, in the {carlet coat my brother had given 
him, waved his chinam ftick in the air, as a fignal for the 
different {quadrons to arrange themfelves for battle. 

% Whilft this was doing, the enemy affembled their ca- 
*¢ noes clofe under the land, and kept blowing their conch- 
% fhell, as in defiance of us, but did not feem difpofed to 
% quit the fhore and attack us. The ten Englifh were di- 
“ vided in ten different canoes; the King taking one in his 
“ canoe, the General another, and the reft.going fingly 
“‘ with one or other of the Rupacks; each Engli/binan hav- 
ing a mufquet, cutlafs, bayonet, and piftol There were 
* feveral light canoes, containing four men each, every one 


a 


2 
z 


s 
s 


a 


“ having a white feather in his hair, the fame as in the 
“ truce canoe; thefe were conftantly bufied in conveying 
“ orders from the King and the General to the other Chiefs. 
“ They flew from {quadron to {quadron, tp convey com- 
“ mand, cutting through the water with aftonifhing velo- 


.“ city; and they were, for diftinétion fake, called by the 


& 


Englifp, the Frigate canoes. ; 

“ The King, perceiving a total unwillingnefs.ip theengmy 
“ to quit their ftation under the fhore, and’ conceiving ‘he 
.* could 
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% could mot attack them in that fituation with any advan- 
“ tage, difpatched fame of the Frigate canoes to order a 
« fquadron to conceal themfelves behind fome high land. 
* This arrangement being made, they exchanged a few dif- 
* tant fpears ;—the conch then was founded, and the King 
‘¢ of PELEW made a feint to run away, fhewing the example 
* in his own canoe, and being immediately followed by the 
¢ others, with much apparent precipitancy. 
« This artful manceuvre of AnBA THULLE gave inftant 
“ courage to the enemy, who, induced to think their anta- 
“ gonift had been feized with a fudden panic, prepared in 
* great hafte to quit-the fhore, and began to give chace to the 
«¢ King, whom they imagined was flying before them; upon 
“ f{eeing this, the detached fquadron of canoes, that had 
“© been pofted behind the high land, rufhed out between the 
“ enemy and the ifland, to cut off their retreat. When the 
King found his ftratagem had taken effect, he turned, 
« and made a fignal for the reft of his fleet to form them- 
 felves into divifions and engage; whcreupon a general at- 
“ tack took place. The fpears were mutually directed with 
« much animofity, and the Engi kept up a continual fire, 
« which not only did great execution, but puzzled and be- 
‘¢ wildered the enemy in the extreme, to comprehend how 
“ ot why their people dropped, without receiving any ap- 
« parent blow: they perceived they had holes in their bo- 
T2 dies, 
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“ dies, yet faw no {pear {tithing iff them, Hr could ‘they 
“ devife by what means they had thus'in 2 motnent béouinie 
deprived of motion and life. 
“ There is not generally above one able fpearman in each 
« canoe, the reft of thofe who are put.into it, being orily to 
‘© paddle, and guide its motions; no fooner therefore did the 
§ firing of the mufquets fpread difmay amongit the people 
* of ARTINGALL, than a different effect was produced in 
“ thofe of PeLrw: the moment the report was made, they 
*¢ all rofe up in their canoes, and fet up fuch hallooing and 
“ fhouting, that the whole air was filled with their noife, 
“ which greatly added to the terror of the enemy, who 
“ finding themfelves unequal to fo powerful an attack, be- 
* took themfelves to flight—The fquadron before men- 
% tioned being in their rear, in fome meafure impeded their 
“ retreat, but not being in any degree equal to the force of 
“ the enemy, the greater part of the people of ARTINGALL 
« were able to regain their own fhore. Six canoes only were 
“ taken, and nine prifoners, which they attountéd ‘a large 
“ gumber, it being feldom that they captured theirchemies, 
“ as the vanquifhed always endeavour to carry away their 
*¢ killed and wounded, that the victors may not have their 
© bodies to expofe. « 
“ Our fleet now seat triumpnant along tne coalt of AR- 
“ TINGALL, foundilig tiie conch in defiance of their adver- 
Far. 
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% faryy and-Gring amongf them when any appeared near 
%, enough to be reathed by theenufquets. The engagement 
« from beginning to end did not exceed three hours; after 
parading along their fhore, and in vain provoking a 
« frefh combat, ABBA THULLE ordered the canoes to make 
“ a difpofition to return, which was foon done, and we fet 

‘+ forward towards PELEW. F 

« All the nine prifoners had received wounds in battle ; 
« and, in {pite of whatever we could urge againft the cruelty 
“ of putting them to death, yet they would hear nothing in 
_& their behalf, and foon exterminated them.—In jutftifica- 
“ tion of a proceeding which fo ftrongly contradicted the 
“ general humanity of the natives of PeLew, they alledged 
“ the neceffity of doing it for their own fecurity, affuring 
s urthat they had formerly only detained them prifoners, 
«“ and kept them as menial fervants, but that they always 
*¢ found means to get back to their own country, and hav- 
“ ing by living amongft the PELEW people become well 
“ acquainted with the channels and creeks of the ifland, 
*, they.gged afterwards made ufe of that knowledge to land 
« frequently by fiealth, and commit great depredations ; and 
“ that, on this confideration, that ftep which we fo much 
“ condemned had become neceffary to them. 

“ Among the prifoners was a Rupack, who had a bone 
“ on his wrift; the PELew peaple, after he was captured, 
“ ftrove all in their power to take from him this mark of dig- 
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& nity, the Chief defentled it with fmgulay courage, andloft 
“ his life in endeavouring to fave his Order. When brougit 
* to PELEW, his head was cut off, and ftuck on a bamboo, 
« fixed up before the King’s houfe. 
* The canoe which brought me from the war had in it 
« two prifoners, one of whom had a broken thigh, and the 
« other wounded in feveral parts by a fpear. Their cuftom 
« is, when they go to battle, to trefs their hair in a particular 
“ manner, and to collect it in a great bunch at the top of 
* their head; but as foon as they are captured they untie it, 
* pull it over their faces, and wait with firmnefs and intre- 
 pidity the exterminating blow, which they are fure to 
*¢ receive from the hands of their conquerors. When thefe 
“ two unfortunate men, on coming into the canoe where I 
* was, by the above-mentioned difpofition had teftified 
“ they were prepared for their fate, the natives ordered 
* them to fit down in the bottom of the canoe, to which 
*‘ the one whofe thigh was broken, fubmitted; but the 
“ other being refractory, refufed, and feemed by refiftance 
“ to provoke his deftiny, upon which one of ttit natives 
“ haftily {hatched my bayonet from my fide, and plunged 
* it into his body: though the poor fellow was a confider- 
« able time bleeding to death, yet he never uttered a fin igle 
“ groan, ov figh. 
“* Mr, BENGER alfo reported, that he had by his intreaties 
a for two hours faved a wounded prifoner, when one of the 
“ King’s 
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King’s people, who had been himfelf wounded by the 
« enemy, happening to fee him, {natched Sooc.z’s Ma- 
“ Jay Creefe*, and ftabbed him inftantly, before Mr. Brn- 
“6 GER perceived the blow. This man, a native of ARTIN- 
“ GALL; who had now for the firft time fee a white perion, 
 fabmitted undauntedly to his fate; whilft expiring, he 
« fixed his eyes on the Engli/a, and feemed to die impreffed 
¢ with nothing fo much as the colour of his new enemy. 

“ Appa THULLE in his return to PELEW ftopped, and 
« went on fhore in feveral finall iflands, which I underftood 
% were either fubject to him, or his allics ; expofing publicly 
« the dead bodies of his prifoners; and the people at all thefe 


S 


places feemed to rejoice much at his victory, bringing out 
fweet drink, and other refrefhments.—We could not 
learn what number the enemy loft, but were confident 
it muft have been confiderable, Not a fingle perfon 
of the King’s party was killed, though there were a few 
“ wounded. 

It was dark before we reached PELEw ; on coming near 


~ 
s 


s 
a 


* it, the conch was founded to notify the King’s approach.— 
* When we Janded at the wharf from whence we had de- 
parted, a vaft concourfe of people were ready to receive 
us, bringing with them a quantity of refrefhments. Here 
‘ we ftopped till all were landed and got togcther (having 


A kind of dagger ufed by the Malays, 
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« dropped great part of our fleet by th¢ way, who had filed 
“ off td their refpective homes) and then wenk up to PE 
“ Lew, where there was finging and dancing moft part 
“ of the night; the natives attributing the fuccefs of the 
“ day to us, and often in their fongs, repeating .the ward 
“ Englees. They expofed the dead ‘bodiegof their .pri- 
* foners feveral days, till they became moft horribly, 

“ five, and then they were either buried of, throwen inte tne: 
“ fea” 

Such were the particulars of the fecgnd battle, 9 
GALL, as brought by Mr. M. WILsoN, and ae 
who -were with him on the expedition. By,,0 us net 
ed countrymen information was, alfo “brought, t 
THULLE purpofed to pay the Eagle a vifit in four of ive 
days. By what our countrymen could obferve, ARTINGALL 
appeared the largeft of any of the ‘lands. 

The pinnace was fent after breakfaft to the wreck, to fee 
what other materials could be procured; it returned in the 
afternoon, bringing fome good plank, and a large quan~- 
tity of {pike nails, things of the utmoft fervice in the bu- 
finefs of conftructing the veffel. 

Encouraged by the fuccefs of the preceding day, th the pin- 
nace again vifited the wreck, and brought back more 2 of the 
fame kind of materials. 

., After, 3 Stormy, night the day anc little could be 


done till, afternoon, when the weathy tearing, ‘every? “hand 
“was 
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wal’ bufied about thé veffel. And the next day the pinnace 
was fent round for the timber that had been cut, almoft a 
fufficiency being now procured, the frame of the veffel 
being nearly coinpleted 3 this day a furnace was conftructed 
to heat the plitik, and the day following all were employed 
in bringer the timbers, and getting the firft plank upon her 
i ‘Pindre materidls were alfo fecovered from the wreck, 
fogedbiee with five bage’of rice.: 

This day three more’plarks were got upon the bottom, 
‘and the boats brought ‘fifteeH bags of rice, which proved 
moft acceptable y our peplé*at' this tire, though under- 
going very fevere' daily labour, being at fhort allowance. 
Thé tice was greatly damaged by having been long under 
water,“it would not boil\to’ a grain, but to a jelly. ¥et 
hunger and diftref$ give"s relifh to many a difh, which in 
the lefs adverfe hours of life, the faucy appetite would look 
on with difdain ! 
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